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THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY HOME

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

OUR homes rely on drainage systems to remove wastewater effectively. But what  

happens after you flush the toilet or rinse the dishes? That depends on whether 

you’re connected to a septic system or a public sewer system.

This guide will walk you through the differences, benefits, and costs of these two  

systems to help you make an informed decision. Whether you’re building a new home or 

upgrading your plumbing system, understanding how each system works is crucial.
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HOW DOES IT WORK?

THE SCIENCE BEHIND SEPTIC AND PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEMS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS:

Septic systems are underground,  

self-contained wastewater  

treatment structures.

PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM:

Public sewer systems are city-managed 

pipelines that carry wastewater to a  

treatment facility.

Wastewater flows into the septic 

tank, where solid waste settles and 

grease floats to the top.

Natural bacteria break down organic  

material, while treated liquid is 

drained into a leach field.

Gravity and pumping stations push 

waste through underground pipes.

Water is processed at a treatment 

plant before being released back into 

the environment.
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MAINTENANCE

REQUIREMENTS

WHO’S RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING THINGS RUNNING?

SEPTIC SYSTEMS: PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEMS:

Regular inspections are required  

every 3 years.

Tanks must be pumped every 3–5 

years to remove sludge buildup.

Record-keeping is essential for 

tracking maintenance history.

Maintenance is managed entirely by 

the city.

Homeowners are only responsible for 

plumbing within their property lines.

Large clogs or sewer issues beyond 

your home are resolved by  

municipal workers.
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COST

COMPARISON

SEPTIC SYSTEMS:

PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEMS:

UPFRONT COSTS

UPFRONT COSTS

LONG-TERM COSTS

MONTHLY COSTS

Installation ranges  
from $1,500 to $20,000  
depending on type  

and size.

Hookup fees if your 
home isn’t already  
connected: $50–$250 

per linear foot.

Routine pumping:  
$250–$600 every  
3–5 years.

Repairs for damaged 
tanks or fields can  

be expensive.

Sewer bills typically 
combined with water 
bills; average $20–$60/
month depending  

on location.



THE SYSTEM

BENEFITS

WHY CONSIDER A SEPTIC SYSTEM?

THE CONVENIENCE OF PUBLIC SEWERS

Environmentally friendly—filters 

wastewater naturally.

Long-term savings with minimal  

recurring costs.

Independence from  

municipal systems.

Ideal for rural areas without access 

to public sewers.

Minimal homeowner responsibility—

maintenance is city-managed.

No installation requirements if the 

system is pre-installed.

Ability to handle large amounts  

of wastewater.

Consistent service with predictable 

monthly costs.
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FACTORS TO CONSIDER BEFORE MAKING A CHOICE

WHICH SYSTEM IS

RIGHT FOR YOU?

Rural areas  
typically rely  
on septic  
systems,  
while urban  
areas are  
connected to 

public sewers.

If you prefer 
low-maintenance 
solutions,  
public sewers 
are a better fit.

Septic systems offer 
a more eco-friendly 
option in areas with 
suitable soil.

Septic systems have 
higher upfront costs 
but lower ongoing 
expenses.

Public sewers have 
predictable monthly 
charges but may  
involve hookup fees.

LOCATIONLIFESTYLE 
NEEDS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS

UPFRONT VS 
LONG-TERM COSTS
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COMMON MYTHS

DEBUNKED

CLEARING UP MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
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Modern septic systems use advanced 
technology and are highly efficient.

Not necessarily—septic systems may be 
more cost-effective in certain locations.

With proper care, they only need  
occasional inspections and pumping.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
“SEPTIC SYSTEMS ARE OUTDATED.”

ENVIRONMENTAL 
“PUBLIC SEWERS ARE  
ALWAYS BETTER.”

ENVIRONMENTAL 
“SEPTIC SYSTEMS REQUIRE  
CONSTANT MAINTENANCE.”



MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION WITH

SHAMROCK PLUMBING

BOTH septic and public sewer systems have their pros and cons. The right choice  

depends on your home’s location, budget, and needs.

If you’re still unsure which system is best for you, contact Shamrock Plumbing today. Our 

experts can guide you through the decision-making process, answer your questions, and 

provide professional installation and maintenance services. 

Call us at 801-505-9505 or  
visit www.shamrockplumbing.net to learn more!
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https://www.facebook.com/shamrockplumbing/
https://www.instagram.com/shamrockplumbing/?hl=en
https://www.shamrockplumbing.net/

